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T H E  C H A L L E N G E  
To create an original  reimagination of  the spritz  cocktai l [ 1 ]  inspired by art [ 2 ]  using 
at  least  40ml or 1.5 oz Ital icus -  Rosol io di  Bergamotto [ 3 ] .  

C O M P E T I T I O N  S T A G E S  

A P P L I C A T I O N  
•  Submit your recipe at:   artofital icus.com 

•  Share your recipe via social  media using:  
#ITALICUS #ROSOLIODIBERGAMOTTO #ARTOFITALICUS #AOI26 

S E L E C T I O N  
•  Judges wil l  review al l  appl ications,  only 6 bartenders wil l  progress to the 

next stage.  See selection process for detai ls .  

N A T I O N A L  F I N A L  
•  The 6 shortl isted bartenders wil l  be asked to present their  cocktai l  to the 

judging panel  (one aperit ivo cocktai l  x4 serves in 8mins) .  

G L O B A L  F I N A L  
•  The National  Final ists wi l l  compete against each other to earn the t it le:  

I tal icus Bar Artist  of  the year 2026  
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P R I Z E S  

N A T I O N A L  F I N A L  
•  The winner of  the National  Final  wi l l  receive a trophy and the t it le of  

Ital icus Bar Artist  of  “Country” 2026 together with an al l  expenses paid 
t icket to participate in the Global  Final .  

G L O B A L  F I N A L  
•  The winner of  the Global  Final  wi l l  receive the t it le of  ITALICUS Bar Artist  of  

the year 2026 and wil l  receive a mentorship program. This program includes 
participation in select  exclusive bar industry events worldwide,  in 
col laboration with Ital icus,  during the period spanning from 2026 to 2027.  
The exact detai ls  of  the experience,  including the it inerary,  activit ies and 
accommodations,  wi l l  be f inal ized and revealed at  a later stage.  The prize is  
not-transferable,  non-exchangeable,  and cannot be redeemed for cash.   

T I M E L I N E :  
•  COMPETITOR APPLICATION:  10th March 2026 to 15th May 2026 

•  NATIONAL FINALS:   June to July 2026 

•  GLOBAL FINAL:   1 s t  September 2026 

E L I G I B I L I T Y :  

•  Competitors must be employed bartenders/bar managers in an exist ing 
outlet.  

•  Competitors must be at  least 18 years of  age (21 years of  age i f  l iv ing & 
working in the U.S. ) .  

•  Competitors must be legal  residents in the country of  their  submission.  

•  Individuals who won the AOI Aperit ivo Chal lenge between 2018-25 are not 
el igible to enter.  
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S E L E C T I O N  P R O C E S S :  

P H A S E  1 )  O N L I N E  A P P L I C A T I O N  
•  All  complete applications submitted to artofital icus.com within the entry 

t ime frame wil l  be judged against the criteria given below, based on the 
perceived qual it ies of  the written recipes and essay entry.  

•  Judges wil l  not take into consideration current employer,  t ime spent 
bartending or any other personal  information in the selection of  f inal ists. 

 

[1]    THE COCKTAIL MUST BE AN ‘APERITIVO STYLE”  

•  Do your research,  make sure you understand what aperit ivo means 
and what attr ibutes an aperit ivo cocktai l  should embody.  

[2]    THE RECIPE SHOULD BE INSPIRED BY ART.  

•  Forms of  art  may include;  sculpture,  architecture,  painting,  fashion,  
music,  dance – this  is  not an exhaustive l ist .  

[3]    ITALICUS MUST BE THE PRIMARY INGREDIENT (min 40ml or 1.5oz) .  

[4]  IMAGINE A NEW WAY TO SPRITZ 

•  Your cocktai l  must be a reimagination of  the spritz ,  offering a fresh and 
innovative take on this iconic style.   

A P P L I C A T I O N  C R I T E R I A  
•  Only complete appl ications wil l  be considered.  

•  Only one application per competitor wil l  be considered.  

•  The cocktai l  should have a creative name. 

•  The cocktai l  recipe must be original .  

•  An original  recipe is  the product of  one’s  own mind and not a copy or 
imitation.  

•  Ingredients must be expressed in mil l i l i tres (ml)  or ounces (oz) ,  including 
dashes and drops being the smallest  quantit ies.  

•  The recipe must include a maximum of 5 ingredients,  including ITALICUS and 
the garnish.  

•  Only 1 homemade/bespoke ingredient is  al lowed 

•  Cocktai l  should be repl icable  

•  The recipe should be expressed with measurements,  as wel l  as garnish,  
glassware and overal l  presentation.  

•  Competitors are encouraged to suggest food pair ings for their  recipe.  
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•  Preparation and mixing instructions must be included with your recipe.  

•  An image of  your cocktai l  must be included with your recipe.  

•  Image may not feature anyone who is  under twenty-f ive years old.   

•  Image cannot contain trademarked,  copyrighted,  or intel lectual  property of  
third parties.  

•  A background story/your inspiration must be included in your application.  

•  Entries may not use f laming alcohol  or f lames near alcohol.  

•  Other aperit i f - low ABV products wil l  not be al lowed in the recipes.  

P H A S E  2 )  N A T I O N A L  F I N A L S  
•  There are 6 slots avai lable in each National  Final  

•  The applications wil l  be shortl isted by the appointed judges in each Country 
and the top 6 wil l  go straight through to the National  Final .  

•  At the National  Final ,  competitors wil l  have 8 minutes to present their  
cocktai l  to the panel  of  judges (one cocktai l ,  4  serves)  

•  Judges wil l  announce one winner at  each National  Final  who wil l  progress to 
the Global  Final .  

P H A S E  3 )  G L O B A L  F I N A L  
•  The Global  Final  wi l l  take place in Europe,  1 s t  September 2026  

•  Here,  the National  Final ists wil l  compete against each other to win the t it le:   
I tal icus Bar Artist  of  the Year 2026 and the fol lowing prizes:  

•  I tal icus Bar Artist  of  the year 2026 winner ’s  trophy.  

S C O R I N G  ( N A T I O N A L  &  G L O B A L  F I N A L S )  
•  Cocktai l  name – 5 points 

•  Appearance of  the cocktai l–  10 points 

•  Taste & balance – 20 points 

•  Technique – 10 points 

•  Background/inspiration connected to Art  -15 points 

•  Creativity and original ity –  5 points 

•  Spritz  style –  10 points 

•  Performance – 15 points 

•  Product knowledge – 10 points 

•  Penalty for over t ime 5 points over extra minute 
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G U I D E L I N E S  &  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  
•  In the fol lowing text,  “Sponsor” or “The sponsors” refers to Ital icus Ltd,  

their  partners;  I talspir its.com, DiffordsGuide.com 
AnotherRoundAnotherRal ly.org and any nominated country 
partners/distr ibutors or importers.  

•  Any entries attempted through the use of  agencies or robotic,  repetit ive,  
automatic,  programmed or similar methods wil l  be void.  

•  Any attempt by a person to use multiple email  accounts or identit ies to gain 
more entries than permitted by these Off ic ial  Rules shal l  result  in 
disqual if ication at  the sole discretion of  the Sponsor.  In the event of  a 
dispute regarding the identity of  the person submitt ing an entry,  the entry 
wil l  be deemed to be submitted by the “authorized account holder”  
associated with the email  address at  the t ime of  entry,  which must comply 
with these Off icial  Rules.  

•  The authorized account holder is  defined as the natural  person who is  
assigned an email  address by the service provider or other organization 
that is  responsible for assigning email  addresses.  

•  Potential  winners may be required to provide evidence (to the Sponsor ’s  
satisfaction)  that they are the authorized account holder of  the email  
address associated with a winning entry.  In the event a dispute regarding 
the identity of  the person who actual ly submitted an entry cannot be 
resolved to Sponsor ’s  satisfaction,  the affected entry wil l  be deemed 
inel igible.  

•  Entries and other submitted material  become the property of  the Sponsor 
and wil l  not be acknowledged or returned.  

•  Prizes are not exchangeable and cannot be converted in cash.  Judges’  
decisions are f inal .  

•  Refer to addit ional  rules below for more detai ls  regarding the requirements 
for your entry.  

E X P E N S E S  &  R E I M B U R S E M E N T S  
•  Competitors wil l  bare al l  costs in order to make the drinks to participate in 

National  Finals (exceptions may apply by discretion of  the distr ibutor)  and 
distr ibutor wil l  cover travel  and accommodation costs where appl icable.  

•  All  travel  and accommodation for participation in the Global  Finals wi l l  be 
covered by the competit ion organiser/s.   

https://italspirits.com/
https://www.diffordsguide.com/
https://anotherroundanotherrally.org/
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A D D I T I O N A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  
•  Entries must be in Engl ish.   

•  Entries must not al lude to the over-consumption or irresponsible 
consumption of  alcohol.   

•  Entries that do not include al l  required information and do not adhere to 
the foregoing and fol lowing requirements wil l  be considered void and wil l  
not be considered in the judging of  this  contest.   

•  Entries that are deemed by the Sponsor in its  sole discretion to be i l legal ,  
obscene,  profane or not in keeping with Sponsor ’s  image wil l  be 
disqual if ied.  

R E Q U I S I T E S  O F  A P P L I C A T I O N  
•  By submitt ing an entry,  you warrant that:  

•  You are the creator of  the entry.  

•  The entry is  wholly original .  

•  The entry does not infringe the intel lectual  property,  privacy or publicity 
r ights or any other legal  or moral  r ights of  any third party,  including any 
current or former employer,  and does not defame any person or identify 
any person by name or other identifying information.  

•  The entry has not previously been entered in any other contest.  

•  The entry has not been previously published in any medium. 

•  The entry does not violate any law or regulation.  

•  The Sponsor ’s  determination as to whether any entry potential ly  violates 
the r ights of  any third party is  f inal .  
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I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y  R I G H T S  
•  By entering this program, you are giving the Sponsor expl ic it  r ights to use 

your photo,  an image of  your drink,  drink recipe name and your drink recipe 
for publicity purposes,  including but not l imited to press,  social  media,  
digital  activation and promotional  activation. 

•  Each contestant grants to the Sponsor a worldwide,  royalty-free,  perpetual  
and unl imited non-exclusive l icense to edit ,  adapt,  copyright,  publish,  use,  
reproduce or distr ibute the recipe in any form or manner or media,  whether 
now known or hereafter devised,  including,  without l imitation,  on the 
internet,  for any purpose in connection with this competit ion without 
further notice or compensation to any contestant.  

•  Each contestant consents to the publication and/or use of  the contestant ’s  
name, city/province of  residence,  photograph,  image and/or l ikeness in any 
form or manner or media,  whether now known or hereafter devised,  
including,  without l imitation,  on the internet,  for any purpose in connection 
with this  competit ion without further notice or compensation to any 
contestant.  

•  Each contestant represents and warrants that the recipe submitted by the 
contestant is  the original  work of  the contestant exclusively,  and the 
contestant waives any and al l  moral  r ights that he/she may have in the 
recipe with respect to the uses contemplated herein.  

•  Each contestant represents and warrants that each recipe submitted by the 
contestant wil l  not infr inge any r ights ( including without l imitation 
copyright,  trademark,  privacy,  personality or other property,  c ivi l  r ights or 
intel lectual  property r ights)  of  any person.  

•  Each contestant agrees,  before being named as a f inal ist ,  to sign any and al l  
documents required by the Sponsor confirming the foregoing. 
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E L I G I B I L I T Y  
•  Employees of  the Sponsor,  and their  aff i l iates and l iquor wholesale 

l icensees,  as wel l  as advertising/promotion agencies and their  immediate 
family members and household members of  each and retai l  l icense holders,  
are not el igible.  This promotion is  void wherever prohibited,  taxed or 
restricted by law. In the event that the contest is  chal lenged by any legal  or 
regulatory authority,  the Sponsor or Administrator reserves the r ight to 
discontinue or modify the contest or disqual ify participants residing in the 
affected geographic areas.  In such event,  the Sponsor and Administrator 
shal l  have no l iabi l i ty to any entrants who are disqual if ied due to such an 
action.  

•  You must be a resident of  the country of  submission;  and be at  least  18 
years old or (21years old for the US)  to be el igible.  

•  Competitors must be employed bartenders/bar managers in an exist ing 
outlet.  

•  You must be a legal  resident in the Country of  your submission.  

•  Individuals who won the AOI Aperit ivo Chal lenge between 2018-25 are not 
el igible to enter.  

•  By accepting a prize,  any winner:  (a)  releases the Sponsor and their  
aff i l iated companies and l icensed alcohol  wholesalers and retai lers from 
any/al l  l iabi l i ty c laims,  action or proceedings arising out of  or for injuries or 
damages sustained while involved in any promotion activity or connection 
with the use of  the prizes;  as wel l  as (b)  consents to the use by Sponsors for 
promotional  purposes in connection with this promotion of  his  or her name 
and/or l ikeness and/or voice without further compensation where 
permitted.  

•  The Sponsor and participating promotional  companies are not in any way 
l iable for damage,  loss or injury result ing from computer malfunctions,  
misdirected or incomplete entries or acceptance and use of  the prize.  The 
Sponsor reserves the r ight in its  sole discretion to cancel  or suspend this 
contest should virus,  bugs or other causes beyond the control  of  sponsor 
corrupt the administration,  security or proper play of  the contest.  

•  The Sponsor reserves the r ight at  i ts  sole discretion to disqual ify any 
individual  who tampers with the entry process and to cancel ,  terminate or 
suspend the contest.  

•  The sponsor reserves the r ight,  in its  sole discretion,  to substitute the prize 
for one of  equal  or greater value at  any t ime without prior notice 

•  The Sponsor assumes no responsibi l i ty for any error,  omission,  interruption,  
deletion,  defect,  delay in operation or transmission,  communication l ine 
fai lure,  theft ,  destruction or unauthorized access to,  or alteration of ,  
entries.  

•  CAUTION: Any attempt by an entrant to del iberately damage any website or 
undermine the legit imate operation of  the game is  a violation of  cr iminal  
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and civi l  laws,  and should such an attempt be made,  the Sponsor reserves 
the r ight to seek damages from any such attempt.  


